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ID: 3732 FEBRUARY 2017 

 

Dear Procurement Officer, 

 

The Legislative Budget Board’s (LBB) Contracts Oversight and Technology Team (COT2) sends 

out periodic emails to keep Contracts Database users apprised of new developments.  

 

85th Legislative Session: 

The 85th Legislative Session convened on Tuesday January 10, 2017. Several bills relating to 

contracting practices and purchasing have been filed in both the House and the Senate.  

 

Contracts Database Reporting Summary: 
Below is a summary of activity in the Contracts Database. As of January 2, 2017, over 30,000 

contracts totaling $92.8 billion have been reported by 163 state agencies and institutions of higher 

education.   

 



 

(512) 463-1200 1501 NORTH CONGRESS AVE, 5TH FLOOR, AUSTIN, TX 78701 LBB ID: 3732 WWW.LBB.STATE.TX.US 

 

Unsubmitted Contracts and Amendments: 

With the start of the Legislative Session, COT2 continues to work to help agencies and institutions 

of higher education identify reportable contracts not currently in the Contracts Database. 

Additionally, COT2 is notifying agencies of contract entries that have been initiated in the 

Contracts Database, but have not yet been submitted. This distinction is significant as the 

unsubmitted contract is neither viewable by the public nor considered reported according to statute 

and the General Appropriations Act.  Below is a breakdown of unsubmitted contracts and 

amendments by General Appropriations Act Article.  

 

Number 8241 

Total Value $17,502,014,087 

Contracts $16,745,213,340 

Amendments $756,800,747 

Entities 124 

Oldest 3/10/2009 

 

Article Value Number 

I $979,993,356 284 

II $4,921,852 10 

III $1,242,180,649 1075 

IV $275,291 16 

V $803,376,928 231 

VI $292,217,689 312 

VII $14,142,382,465 6275 

VIII $6,289,334 35 

 

As our team contacts agencies and institutions of higher education about these un-submitted 

contracts, we will provide instructions on how to either finalize and submit these records or mark 

them for deletion. This will ensure that the most accurate information possible is available to report 

to the Legislature.  
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Attestation Letter Checks: 

In addition to unsubmitted contracts and amendments, COT2 is also reviewing contract entries 

submitted into the Contracts Database that do not include the Attestation Letter required by the 

General Appropriations Act, Article IX, Section 7.12. As a reminder, all contracts valued over $10 

million, and all contracts awarded non-competitively or as a result of an emergency valued over 

$1 million, require Attestation Letters. The LBB has provided an attestation form on its website 

for agencies to make this certification. Our team may be contacting you in the coming weeks about 

ensuring all applicable records contain the required Attestation Letter. 

 

Senate Bill 20 and Communication with Vendors: 

Senate Bill 20, effective on September 1, 2015, pertains to ethics, state contracting practices, and 

enhancing contract oversight. Since its passage, state procurement staff have raised several 

questions about that law’s ethics requirements, and any potential limitations on communicating 

with vendors. Senator Jane Nelson, Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee and author of the 

Bill, and Representative Four Price, Sponsor of the Bill, recently published a statement to clarify 

their intent in that regard.  

 

In the attached document, Senator Nelson and Representative Price explain that “it was not the 

legislative intent of Senate Bill 20 to limit the ability of agency employees to ethically interact 

with vendors outside of a formal procurement period.” The entire statement is attached for your 

review.   

 

Contracts Database User Survey: 

The COT2 wants to hear about the common types of challenges agencies face in entering data into 

the LBB’s contracts database. As an expert on procurement at your agency, we greatly appreciate 

your insights. Many of the challenges and constraints included in the survey may be outside the 

control of procurement staff or external to the agency, but may be mitigated by statewide strategies. 

As such, we hope to use the aggregated responses to understand patterns across agencies so we 

can focus our work on the issues and constraints that are most important and challenging to 

agencies.  

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/contractsquery 

 

We estimate that the survey will take approximately 15 minutes to complete. A progress bar at the 

bottom of the screen will track how much of the survey you have left to complete. Please answer 

questions and provide estimates on the frequency of technical issues, responsiveness of the 

contract.manager@lbb.state.tx.us account, and the most common type of reporting issues. 

Reporting issues could be interpreting and applying the reporting requirements. Technical issues 

involve issues with the database website itself. 

 

If you have any questions about this survey, please feel free to contact the COT2 by email at 

contract.manager@lbb.state.tx.us. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lbb.state.tx.us/Documents/Instructions/Final_Attestion_Form_August_20.docx
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Interagency Agreement Clarification: 

Under Government Code, Chapter 771, Interagency Cooperation Act, agencies may contract with 

another agency for the provision of necessary and authorized services and resources. In reviewing 

reported contracts in the Contracts Database, we have identified several contracts with commercial 

entities being reported as interagency agreements. We encourage agencies and institutions of 

higher education to review their submittals and correct these records to reflect the most accurate 

type of procurement selection.  

 

 

Please feel free to contact the COT2 at Contract.Manager@lbb.state.tx.us with any questions you 

may have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jacob Pugh 

Manager, Contracts Oversight and Technology Team  

Texas Legislative Budget Board 

jacob.pugh@lbb.state.tx.us 
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